Access wall areas
An open-plan Mid-Levels apartment required a creative
approach to housing its owner's eclectic art collection.
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hen Italian furniture designer and
contemporary art collector Stefano Del
Vecchio arrived in Hong Kong eight years
ago, he made the Mandarin Oriental hotel

his home.
"It was the perfect base while I established my furniture-manufacturing business in China, but eventually I
wanted a space where I could have a kitchen and enjoy
my art; Del Vecchio says.
Then he made an unusual find in the city: a 900 sq ft,
ground-floor apartment tucked away on a quiet path a
minute's walk from the Mid-Levels escalator.
"The flat was in very bad condition;• he recalls. "When
I bought it last year, the layout was a typical old-style,
three-bedroom Hong Kong apartment and very dark. I
could see it had huge potential."
Because none of the internal walls were structural,
Del Vecchio realised he could create a unique space
designed around his eclectic collection of post-war
Western art and contemporary Chinese works.
In addition to a small private terrace by the entrance,
the apartment had a large and secluded courtyard at
the rear.
Venice-born Del Vecchio turned to a fellow Italian,
interior designer Stefano Tordiglione, to help create a
modern, one-bedroom, open-plan home.
"The first thing we did was to gut the apartment and
clear the courtyard;' says Tordiglione, whose Hong Kongbased studio, Stefano Tordiglione Design, specialises in
private residences and retail spaces. "We transformed the
entrance area with a new floor inspired by traditional
Beijing courtyard paving. Recycled tiles arranged by hand
in an irregular pattern create a distinctive Chinese path
while the pair of antique stone lions add a strong sense
of entrance."
Tordiglione also created a welcoming lobby, with a
new three-quarter-high wall featuring a bevelled mirror
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to create visual depth; several pieces of antique Chinese
furniture including a 19th-centurY console; and contemporary artwork.
The core of the open-plan apartment incorporates a
single bedroom as part of the living and dining space.
Three suspended wood screens, lined on the bedroom
side with contrasting Chinese textiles, form a moveable
room divider for privacy.
Reflecting the owner's predilection for mixing old
and new, the apartment's original parquet floor tiles
were removed, polished and then re-laid, creating a
striking modern pattern with random areas filled with
smooth concrete.
"It's recycling but recreating as well and it fits well
with the urban industrial look Stefano wanted," says
Tordiglione. "We also replaced all the windows with
what look like traditional iron-frame ones but are
actually brand new."
"Sharing a culture and language meant it was much
easier to convey my vision and make the project come
together quickly;• says Del Vecchio, who was introduced
to Tordiglione by friends. "I'm not scared to mix Chinese
and Western designs in a different way. My homes in
Venice and New York are a mixture of styles that reflect
their own local traditions. I wanted the design to create
a reference point for me in Hong Kong, especially since
I travel so much."
The downside of open-plan interiors, however, is
that there are fewer walls on which to display art.
Tordiglione's solution was to create a custom-designed
dark-wood bookcase wall with bespoke lighting to
accommodate works and to install pieces in unconventional areas, such as the kitchen, which now boasts
a digital creation by Jiang Pengyi.
Furniture includes custom-designed items made in
Del Vecchio's Dongguan factory and Chinese antiques.
Standout bespoke features include a striking aluminium »
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bar along one wall in the kitchen and a solid brass desk
that fits beneath the bedroom window and matches his
own-design marble-and-brass bedside tables. The bathroom entrance, off the master bedroom, is disguised
behind a wall of elegant sliding panels, decorated with
oriental motifs, that open to reveal a black marble-clad
shower and smooth concrete walls.
"There are hints ofltaly everywhere; says Del
Vecchio. "Not in an obvious way but through touches
like using marble, terracotta-coloured walls at the
entrance and rough textures on the rear courtyard walls.
"Most important, I want to wake up in the morning
and see greenery. I have a remote control-operated
window blind so the first thing I do is to-look out onto
my terrace to see the sun and feel a bit like I am in Italy."
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6 Bathroom Tordlglione created a contemporary urban oasis
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Display panel Stefano
Tordiglione put reinforced
glass {HK$18,000) in front of
an iron door grille to create a
striking entrance to the rear
courtyard. The layering of
glass and iron allows natural
sunlight to enter the apartment and creates a dramatic
graphic effect. A black-out
blind {HK$3,000, Sheryia
Curtain, 1 Lyndhurst Terrace,
Central, tel: 2525 6596) can
be lowered for privacy.
The vintage-design door
grille was treated and painted
black before being reinstalled
as a feature.
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